bchool district recelves
B’ grade; Benchmark

scores bump‘ .Pea,,: e off

school improvement list

 Brdoe PHELPS
- Siftings Heratd

The Arkadelphia Public

‘Sehool District was one of -

33°in the state that was
renked " by - thia- Arkansas

Policy Foundation ag a “B”

schdol for “the “2008-2009
"school year It was also

rariked the 33rd best dis- - ki

trict using SAT scores from

‘ﬁrst—grade math and read-
ing and nmth grade math

and reading.

Wl'nf:ben said hteracy scores
have kept AHS and Goza
fom. gettmg offthe Tist, and
the-primary schools were
put. into school itnprove-
ment because of about two
gtudénts,

“There are programs in
p’lac'e" to get eac;h school off

" According to Superinten- “slifipo

dent.Donnie Whitten, the
!.dls ict improved from a “B-
‘mitwus” from.the previous

" year, .
Surroundmg “districts
. Werd gwen ‘o« grades Oua-
chita’ " School * ¥ District
(ranked 99th), Gurdon

School -District. - (ranked
110th) Malvern School Dis-
triet: (vantked: 113th), Cen-
terpoint. School' District
(ranked  134th), and
Prescott - School .. District
(ranked 196th), ’I‘]us rank-
ing . puts . Arkadéljhia
. achools inthe top 15 ‘percent
- of schools .in 'the state in
math and reading scoves.
"The:disiriet also received
: dataﬂ‘om2009Benchmark
scores, and Whitten said he
i - impressed. with the
y prug:ness
For the. first time in dis-
. rtrlct_lnstmy,_Peake Elemien:
‘tary - School has been
“removéd from the school
improvement. list. since it
has teceived - Adequate
Yearly Progress two years
in arow. “Tt proves:that it
can-be done,” Whitten said
Monday. .
Meanwhile; Arkadelphm
High School is in year six of
school improvement, Goza
. Middle School i in year
four- and the primary
schodls are in year one.

"Scores have been increas-
ing “acrosg the'board” in the
district, Thud-grade "Seores
SEW 808 percent increase
in math scores and 9 per-
cént’ ificréase. in llteracy,
fourth-grade  scores in-
crééised ds:well; with 1 per-
cent and. 4 percent
ingreagesin'math and liter-

- acy, respectively; fifth-grade

scores increased by 12 per-
eentiin both ca{;egones, with
a 17 percent incréage in sci-
ence- scoresy . sixthigrade
math scores increased by 11
percent, but liferacy scores
dropped by-2 percent; sev-
enth-grade math and liter-
acy scores increased by 2
and 6 percent, respectively,
while science. scores de-

creased.: by /& percent;

eighth-grade math and lit-
eracy scores:ihereased by 8§
and 2 percent.

Algebra T scores dropped
at Goza by 1 percent, while
it dropped at AHS by 2 per-
cerit: Geometty scores in-
creased by 11 percent, while
literacy dropped 4 percent.
Biology inereased 2 percent,

Whitten said the double-
digit increases in percent-
ages are “very rare” and
said he is confident that
scores will continue to in-
crease.
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