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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

From the Plan, [ c emerges

The foIIomng is the sec-
ond of a series of articles in-

 forming the public on how
the county’s economic de-

velopment effort is set up.

By Joe Phelps
Si'ftings Herald -

.In 2007 a group of com-
munity leaders formed the

Clark Oounty Straxegic Plan,
a non-profit organization
set up so the county could
possibly see measurable,
tangible results in growth by
2017,
One of its ﬁrst ‘and main
goals was to push for a sev-
en-year, 1/2-cent sales tax
that would fund a -public
agency to consult with in-

dustrles a,nd hopeﬁllly, get
them to locate in Clark
County to create new jobs
and generate a growth in
population.

After an overwhelmiing
percentage of voters passed
the tax, that publicdgency
— the EDCCC — was born.

The Economic Dévelop-
ment Corp. of Clark Coun-

ty acts much likea Cha:mber
of Commerce, only it is
funded by tax dollars rather
than private dues from busi-
nesses and Chamber mem-
bers. It is also on the same
level as the Clark County In-
dustrial Council, which also
depends on private funds
and memberships. The 1/2-
cent sales tax is expected to

‘bring in $1.25 million annu-
ally to fund the EDCCC, |

and is to be used only for
economic development pur-
poses.

Of that prOJected $1.25
million, the Quorum Court
fermulated the EDCCC’s
operating budget. The

See Ebccc. page 3
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o ,no:n_zcmn from _ummm u

vnmmmﬂ is'as follows:

70 pereent for capital, in- ,

centives and reserve fund
@mﬂm ooou .
12 peréent wou &_...mﬁmmm

retention - and expansion
programs ($150,000) .

. .11 percent for- adminis- "
trative costs’ (salaries and

benefits, employee-paid tax-
es and-unemployment j insur-
mwomv — ($137, ,500)
7 percent for wEdOmmm of
expected and normal oper-

-ating expense ($87,500) -

The tax, however, has
been Sﬁmonbm meore than
what was projected.’ About

= muﬁa%oa%mmoouoﬁ.m&b
2008, 1Seu .l -
Five ux] &mﬁoﬁumﬁoﬁm_.

members*were appointed

Quorum- Court to hiead %m
EDCCC. It was in the EDC-

CC’s blueprints that the.

board include leaders éwo
would provide equal repre-
sentation for the entire

‘county (based on ‘demo-
graphics such as race, gen-.
der and area. of Hmwwmmmb_..mn :
o tiom). .

- The original <oﬂum on.n._.
. .-was: Euodias Goza, Conner

E&nmmm Becky Jester,

Frances Nelson-and Randy -

Sorrells. The advisory board ‘unifies the EDCCC, the

. CCIC and all onE&mum of |

. commerce in the county.
- Theidea of the Alliance is to

nominated-which office each
member would hold.
Shortly after the EDCCC

was formed, Paul Harvel.
was hired as ow:mm executive '

officer of the organization.

~ Harvel émmwuoénﬁwﬂo:mw.
. out the state as a successful-
. Chamber of OGEBmanm

president. -

Harvel brought on board
with him Shawnie Carrier to
assist him-in ddy-to-day

- CCIC: The CEO of the ED-
"CCC is also CEO of the Al-

_uszmmm wo_. the EDCCC..
Harvel left; ﬁrm mUOOO ‘and
Clark’ County in 2009, and
Carrier was later chosen to.
head the organization.

10 2009, a state law was

L .‘wmmmmm that allowed piiblic-
- funded organizations such-
as the EDCEC to boost its
- number of voting members,

i mmaﬁmﬂwgﬁnﬂw:m w&omm

nrwﬁm_mu which was then ap-

“proved V% the Quorum

Court.
Zoé ﬂrmum m..nm 15 voting

‘members (who were ap-

pointed by Daniell and ap-
proved. by the ‘Quorum’
Court) and minimal adviso-

Ty members, which include
. presidents of chambers of

commerce, the. > county judge

-and state Hm%mumﬂowm whose

- district d f
by County Judge Ron. istrict inclu ommn%w arto

Daniell and approved vw the

QE.W County.

Another change made Hmm_“
year was the fréquency of
meetings. It _Eﬂmzw miet
monthly, but. DOw It meets

quarterly, - ¢

Harvel was best known -
in Clark County for reshap-
ing-the organization of all

_economic, business or in-

‘dustrial %@o@ﬂmﬁ organ-

izations in the cotmty: He set:
up theArkadelphia Region-
al Economic Development
Alliance, the umbrella or-
ganizition that includes and

funnel the EDCCC’s public
funds into a Uﬂvrn\wnqmﬁm
entity Emr in turn, aids in
the: operation of the cham-
bers of‘commeérce and the

liance, and that person-an-
swers 10 the voting members
of each panel. .




