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Ed Bess, laft photo, mada the pressmation for Taimerica at last
night's mesting. Amaong thoss in attendance were: Rick Mays,
with microphone, and Mark Overturf, in the photo sbove;
Martha Dixon, kft in bothom photos; Dr. Dariel Grant; and
Branda Hagerich.
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The sirategic planning
process can rnove ferward,
Taimerica Management Co.
has besn chogen, at a meeting
on Tuesday, as the facilitator
for Clark County's Strategie
Drevelopment Flan.

The Clark County Strategie
Development  Cornmittes's
goalis te improve and enhance
gix sepects of Clark County,
ineluding econemic develop-
ment, edueation, health care,
hensing, tordism and leader-
ship. Tuesday rights meeting
was the third conesrning the
plan.

Nearly 200 people woted
Tueaday night after hearing
presentations  from both
Taimerica and
CHIMHillLockwood  Greene.
EdBee, president ef Taimerica,
and Jennifer Tanner of

Taimerica Management
chosen to facilitate plan

for Clark County growth

Leshwood Greene made the
presentations

Agcording to D Wealay
Hluck, en-chairman of the prej-
act, nearly 75 pereent of thess
whe voted supperted the hir-
ing of Taimeriea. The firm will
b paid through prants from
Bouthemn Bancerp, the HRoss
Foundation, the ¥ds
Foundation and the Cabe
Foundation.

Taimerica, hased  in
Mandeville, La., will Wring fo
consultants to Arkadelphia te
create “practical, achievahle
goals” Bes told the crowd dur-
ing his presemtation. “Our phi-
loaophy is to change commnmi-
tiss, ot plan them.”

He presented several statis-
tice about Clark Ceunty,
countys population declined
nearly 3 pereent from 2004 ta

Sen Development plan, Pags 2

Development plan cones rom eage

2005,

He =aid the county's racial makeup ia
changing due to the migration of per-
aons born in other countries who chome
to live and work here. He gaid the coun-
tv had gained 935 citizens who were
born in the United States, 246 who were
born i other countries and 91 ctizena
due to natural population growth.

Other factors are also changing, Bee
said. In years past, most community
growth could be attributed to the addi-
area. While mamufacturing ean still spur
growth, the types and methods of marma-
facturing have changed, he said. “Two-
thirds of all new jobe in the 198 were
in the technology sector”™

To help Clark County, Taimenca and
Bee'=s team will focus on setiing prion-
ties and using available resources to
gpur growth. “There’s been a lack of
forus on rescurces in the commumnity,” he
amid.

Clark County will alse be compared
with other communities facing =imilar
iasues, and strategies may be copled or
modified for use here, Bee aaid. In addi-
tion, Taimerica plans to work with the
City of Arkadelphia, which is now in the
proceas of updating its Comprehensive
Use Plan ao that work i= not duplicated.

Officials from Taimerica plan to mest

menthly with local steering committess,
he said, to ensure the process stays on
track. Once the plan iz dewveloped,
Taimerica's staff will guide Clark
County through the implementation
proceas and help make modifications as

After the two presentations, Kluck and
eochairman, Dr. Alan Wright, told the
group that the two of them and a few
othera checleed the references of the two
firms

“All were gocd. There were no bad rec-
ommendations" Kluck said. “They are
both well-qualified firma"

Some of the persons attending the
mesting expreased their opinions of the
presentationz.  Fick Mays, pastor of
Trimty Temple Assembly of God, urged
the people to chooee the firm that will
develop a plan buwlt on “the positives” of
our community “Let the problems take
care of themeelves” he said. He also
reminded everyome that mo matter
which firm was choeen, “the firms are
not regponzible for the implementation
of the plan”™

Many audience members pointed to
Bee's use of local statisties in his presen-
tation, while, in their opinions, Tanner's
was more generic. “You could tell he had
done his research about Clark County”
one person said.



